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The Center for 

Innovative Food 

Technology  (CIFT)

provides technical 

solutions to 

companies involved 

in the nation’s 

largest and most 

economically 

significant industry 

– food processing.  

Check us out at our 

website: 

www.nwohiogreenpr

oducts.org 

  

Toledo, OH.  Innova® 7-1-2 Organic 

Fertilizer was recently named to the 

USDA BioPreferredSM Catalog. This 

fertilizer is a product manufactured 

and marketed by Innova® Organic 

Fertilizer based in Sylvania, OH is 

an all-natural fertilizer product that 

provides superior results when it 

was compared with synthetics and 

other organics. The product is     

ideally suited for use on turf and in 

landscapes on sports fields, parks, 

schools, golf courses, institutional 

grounds, home lawns and in green-

house/grower applications.  Innova 

7-1-2 Organic Fertilizer has no odor 

since it contains no manures, 

treated sewage, animal parts or 

wastes-ingredients commonly found 

in other organic fertilizers. This 

manufactured fertilizer is safe to 

use around children and pets. It is 

100% plant derived with and has no 

synthetic nutrients to artificially 

inflate analysis and cheapen the 

product. This makes the fertilizer  

ideal for use when high quality   

results are required while operating 

under reduced or pesticide-free   

regimes. It’s easy to apply through 

standard spreaders. The nutrients 

in Innova 7-1-2 Organic Fertilizers 

do not leach into water supplies or 

volatilize into the environment as 

can happen with typical fertilizers.  

The product fits the green and safe 

profile for which many consumers 

are looking for and is ideal for use in 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

programs. For more information, go 

to: dconover@innovafertilizer.com.  
www.innovafertilizer.com. 

The BioPreferredSM Program:  

� A biobased products procure-

ment program 

� Requires Federal Government 

agencies to give purchasing prefer-

ence to businesses producing bio 

based products 

� Defined as: composed totally, or 

in large part, of renewable domestic, 

agricultural or forestry materials 

� Product is reasonably available 

� Products meet performance  

standards for application intended 

� Products available at a moderate 

price 

 Currently 3,085 items are classified 

within 33 designated categories for 

selection. 

The Northwest Ohio Green Products 

Center, a program of the Center for 

Innovative Food Technology (CIFT), 

is a regional initiative whose mission 

is to establish Toledo and Northwest 

Ohio as a leader in the development, 

manufacture, retailing  and use of 

products which are produced using 

considerable  levels of biobased    

materials.  The Center develops   

promotional programs to increase 

awareness of opportunities for 

manufacturers and entrepreneurs 

from the region, and connects those 

interested entities and individuals 

with local resources to support their 

individual initiatives and to promote 

sustainable households, businesses 

and communities throughout   

Northwest Ohio.  

Check out our website at: 
www.nwohiogreenproducts.org. 
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The Green Irene Guide to the 

Stimulus Packages provides you 

with information about federal   

incentives that can help businesses 

go green. The Stimulus Packages, 

officially known as the Economic 

Recovery Act of 2008 and the 

American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act 

of 2009, were signed 

by Presidents George 

Bush and Barack 

Obama to  address the 

economic recession. 

We want our clients to 

capitalize on these   

incentives as much as 

possible. If there ever 

was a time for homes and small 

businesses to go green, this is the 

time. The federal government will 

help our clients go green much 

more easily and cost-effectively. 

Make sure you take advantage of 

this opportunity!  

Energy Efficiency Deployment 

($2 billion over ten years) 

Tax credits (not deductions) for   

energy efficient business upgrades 

(same as for homes) are extended 

through 2010 and increased from 

10% to 30% of  authorized expenses 

paid for efficiency upgrades (up to 

$1,500). Efficiency improvements 

include: 

*   Energy-Star central air condi-

tioners and heat pumps; 

*  Energy-Star furnaces and boilers; 

*  Energy-Star windows, doors, and 

roofing; 

*  Code-appropriate insulation and 

sealing; 

*  Energy-Star ground-source heat          

pumps; and 

*  Solar water heaters and biogas or 

biomass stoves. 

 

 

Public Transportation, Alterna-

tive Fuels and Efficient Vehi-

cles ($2.3 billion over ten years) 

*      Business and individual tax 

credits for alternative fuel pumps 

and refueling infrastructure has  

temporarily increased 

from 30% to 50% of 

qualifying costs for all 

of 2009 and 2010, 

with the exception of 

hydrogen fueling 

pumps, which remain 

capped at 30%. 

*      Increase tax 

credit for purchase of 

plug-in hybrid electric 

vehicles, allowing lar-

ger credits for vehicles with larger 

batteries. The base amount of the 

credit is $2,500. If the authorized 

vehicle draws propulsion from a 

battery with at least 5 kilowatt 

hours of capacity, the credit is    

increased by $417, plus another 

$417 for each kilowatt hour of    

battery power in excess of 5       

kilowatt hours up to 16 kilowatt 

hours. The amount can go up to 

$3,500 for non-plug-ins and to 

$7,500 for plug-ins. 

*      Parity is provided between the 

employer tax credit for fringe   

benefits for transit and parking  

offered to employees. Previously the 

credit for transit benefits was lower 

than for parking benefits. The bill 

sets maximum credit for fringe 

parking and transit benefits at 

$230 per month. Expected cost is 

$192 million over ten years. 

Clean Energy Deployment ($2.5 

billion over ten years) 

*      Provides a full 30% credit for 

small wind and solar generators 

aside from the home improvement 

provision. This is in addition to 

state and local tax credits. 

*      Authorizes $1.6 billion for 

Clean Renewable Energy Bonds 

(CREBs Bonds) to help finance the 

construction of new renewable    

energy facilities owned/operated by 

non-profit entities, including public 

power providers, state/municipal/

tribal governments, and electric 

cooperatives. 

What do I need to do to get the 

tax credit? 

You will need to file IRS Form 5695 

with your taxes. In addition, you 

will need to keep at least receipts 

proving that you purchased the  

improvements and a copy of the 

manufacturer’s certification (or the 

ENERGY STAR label for windows). 

Accountants and tax advisors 

should also be able to provide more 

Guide to the Stimulus Packages 
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Ohio School Facilities Commis-

sion Energy Conservation Pro-

gram HB 264  

The Energy Conservation Program 

allows school districts to make   

energy efficiency improvements to 

their buildings and use the cost 

savings to pay for those upgrades. 

 

The House Bill 264 Program (after 

the 1985 law that created this fi-

nancing mechanism), the Energy 

Conservation Program enables   

districts the ability, in this one   

limited instance, to borrow funds 

without having to pass a ballot   

issue for the authority to borrow. 

This limited borrowing authority 

has given districts the ability to 

save millions in utility bills and 

operating costs, and all at no added 

taxpayer expense.  

Since the inception of the program, 

more than 500 Ohio school districts 

have taken advantage of this      

opportunity.  

http://osfc.ohio.gov/ 
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If only eating green were as simple 

as going to a farmers’ market, buy-

ing organic, and reusing that shop-

ping tote at the grocery store.  

That’s a darn good start, but there 

are so many other ways to shop, 

cook, dine out, and even clean that 

can have a more meaningful impact 

on our environment.  The 14 tips 

will help cut down on landfill, use of 

pesticides, overfishing and the   

consumption of fossil fuels.  They 

will also slow down the depletion of 

the ozone layer, encourage the    

humane treatment of livestock,  

improve the welfare of workers,  

reduce toxic chemicals in your 

home, and likely make you    

healthier along the way.  Plus, 

you’ll be making and eating some 

amazing food. 

1. EAT MORE CHOCOLATE - 

Fair-trade and organic to be exact.  

You will love Equal Exchange’s  

sustainable and green philosophy 

and their 71 percent cacao very 

dark chocolate bar. Available at 

www.equalexchange.coop. 

2. FILL UP YOUR FREEZER - A 
freezer full of food uses less energy 

than an empty one.  Remember 

even milk freezes.  If your freezer is 

less than half full, put a few old 

milk jugs full of water in them to 

keep it full, you can also use those 

jugs in summer to keep food cool 

when outside. 

3. ASK YOUR FARMER THESE 

QUESTIONS:  Is your farm        

certified organic? If not, do you use 

organic practices? (Earning organic 

certification is a lengthy and costly 

process that some family farmers 

can’t afford.)  If your farm is not 

organic, do you use non-synthetic 

pesticides? If you do use pesticides, 

do you practice minimal spraying?  

If your farmer answers yes to any of 

these questions, then you’re likely 

buying from someone who is consci-

entious about the impact of his or 

her agricultural practices. 

4. GET THE SCOOP – In the bulk 
bin section of the market, not only 

are the nuts, grains and other dry 

ingredients free of unwarranted 

packaging, they’re also minimally 

processed.  You can also buy what 

you need. 

5. PLANT AN HEIRLOOM 

VEGETABLE GARDEN - Heirloom 

seeds are non-hybrid traditional 

vegetables that have not been     

genetically modified.  Web retailer 

www.heirloomseeds.com has more 

than 1,100 varieties. 

6. LEARN HOW TO READ A 

CARROT – or rather the label for a 

carrot, a chicken or a can of coffee.  

New federal labeling laws require 

markets to state the country of   

origin of any fresh vegetable, nut, 

meat or fish.  Try to purchase US 

products.  Foreign products have 

been trucked and flown thousands 

of miles, and were grown to be 

trucked and flown thousands of 

miles, not to be as delicious as    

possible. 

7. MAKE STOCK – With what-

ever veggies you have left in the 

vegetable bin. 

8. MAKE YOUR OWN CEREAL –   

One word – Granola!  You can use 

bulk products including healthy 

flax seed.  Mix it up and keep it 

fresh in a large jar with a tight fit-

ting lid.  You save money, have less 

cardboard to recycle and try your 

hand at customizing your own ce-

real. 

9. JOIN A CSA – C stands for 
Community S for Supported and A 

for Agriculture.  A community (you 

and some others) supports (by buy-

ing food) agriculture (direct from 

farmers).  On a regular basis, boxes 

of fresh fruits and vegetables (or 

even meat, eggs, dairy or flowers) 

from local farms are delivered to 

you or to a pickup location.            

To find a CSA, go to the 

www.localharvest.org/csa/) website. 

10. VEG OUT – Vegetables require 
less energy and water to grow and 

produces no greenhouse gases, so 

they are a substantially  more     

useful food sources than domesti-

cated livestock. 

11. EAT FREE FOOD – You’d be 
surprised how much food gets 

thrown away, even at a farmers 

market.  Once you’ve befriended a 

farmer, ask if there are any beet 

greens or fennel tops left over.  You 

can blanch and sauté beets greens 

or bake them into a gratin.  Fennel 

tops make good broth, and carrot 

tops are beloved by pet rabbits the 

world over. 

12. EAT MORE TOFU – Eating soy 

can help conserve water.  Livestock 

require water for growing what 

they eat, for drinking and for  

cleaning up.  If you replace one 

pound of beef with tofu each month, 

you’ll save 20,000 gallons a year. 

13. PACK YOUR OWN LUNCH – 

It’s a simple way to greatly reduce 

your consumption of take-out and 

processed foods.  Save the world, 

your budget and your waist all in 

one lunch… WOW! 

14. KEEP THE GREENS – Beet 
greens are the most nutritious part 

of the plant, but they often just get 

dumped in the trash.  Instead, use 

them as you would spinach or kale.  

Just remember that those dark red 

beet greens when cooked will turn 

everything a lovely shade of pink. 

Excerpts from Bon Appetite Magazine. 

 

Eating Greens by Louise Mikesell-Wireman From CIFT 
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Eating Your Greens Could Prove Life-saving If 

A Heart Attack Strikes 
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The living system requires    

energy and resources from the 

environment which it uses for 

internal energy and external  

effort; ultimately providing the 

means of survival and the po-

tential of a full, useful life.  

Along the way, waste products 

and unused  energy are discharged 

back into the environment.  One of 

the aims of sustainable development is 

to direct the    external effort of the sys-

tem to improve the effectiveness of the living 

system in meeting the objective of sustainability.  

In thermodynamics we were taught how to calculate 

the efficiency of the system using concepts like useful work, 

total available energy, and the purposeful output of the system.  These 

measurable     values are used to calculate a ration of output to input.  Un-

der rubric of sustainability thermodynamics, we now calculate effective-

ness of living systems rather than efficiency.  These calculations include 

the ratios    between the environment, humans, and economic activity.  

Health becomes the sustainable impact of the environment on humans 

and humans on the environment.  Equity equates to the relationship be-

tween humans and the Economy, and to close the loop, Renewable equals 

the relationship between he Economy and the Environment. 

Peter Drucker, the Harvard business management guru, contrasted effi-

ciency and effectiveness.  Efficient people typically “do things right” while 

effective people “do the right thing.”  Developing and living with a set of 

goals aimed at sustainability encompasses the concept of  “doing the right 

thing.”  It involves the kind of soul-searching that not all individuals, 

groups or organizations are used to doing, but for some, it may prove a 

potentially powerful and unifying attribute.  We have to constantly ask 

ourselves, “what kind of person, group, or organization do I/we want to be? 

What do we stand for?  How do we relate to the environment and econ-

omy?  Will my decision improve my and other standards of living, quality 

of life within the sustainable development and economic models?”  In 

terms of sustainability, the discussion may be best reframed as a compari-

son of effectiveness verses expediency rather than effectiveness versus 

efficiency. 

 Contact:  Jim Matzinger 

  Phone: 419.724.8343 ext. 111 

  Fax: 419.531.8465 

  E-mail: jmatzinger@eisc.org 

 Website: nwohiogreenproducts.org 

 Northwest Ohio Green Products Center, a 
program sponsored by CIFT is located at EISC, Inc. 

 5555 Airport Highway, Suite 100 
 Toledo, Ohio 43615-7320 

Sustainability 
Contributed by Dr. Jim Staneluis from SRI, LLC 

New Green Tooling 

Company Formed in 

Northwest Ohio 

Molded Green 

Products LLC 

Providing Prototype 

Molds & Products 

The Northwest Ohio Green Products 

Center is pleased to announce the 

formation of a new start-up company, 

Molded Green Products LLC located 

in Delta, OH and based on developing 

prototype tooling and processes for 

the “green” field. The company is 

owned by 24 year tooling and process 

engineer Tom Louy. Tom formerly 

worked in the automotive 

manufacturing industry and feels, 

“This is a great time to start a new 

business and work in a new “green” 

field”. He can be reached at 

419.822.5596, cell 419.973.0970, E-mail 

tlouy@windstream.net and would be 

happy to help companies develop 

tooling for new biobased “green” 

product ideas. 

Our Partners 
Center for Innovative Food Technology 

(CIFT) 

 

Toledo Regional Chamber of  Commerce 

 

Regional Growth Partnership 

  

The Bowling Green State University Col-

lege of Business Administration Dallas-

Hamilton Center for Entrepreneurial 

Leadership 

The University of Toledo College of Busi-

ness Administration Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship Institute 

Procurement Technical Assistance Cen-

ter (PTAC) 

 

Lucas County Improvement Corporation 

 

Northwest Ohio Chapter of SCORE 
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